


UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 5 

77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD 
CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590 

REaL Y T C  THE ATTEbUlOII OF 

R-1,OJ 

Honorable T i m  Pawlency 
Governor of Minnesota 
S t .  Pau l ,  Minnesota 55155 

D e a r  Governor Pawlenty : 

Thank you for making r e c o r n e n d a t i o n s  on &hour ozofie a i r  c j u a l i ~ y  
d e s i g n a t i o n s .  Pursuant  t o  t h e  Clean Air Act (C.E>.), t h e  United 
S t a t e s  Snvironnenta:  Drozec t ion  Agencjr ( E P A )  is r e q u i r e d  t o  
p r o p a l g a t e  d e s i g n a t i o n s  for new o r  r-evisecl s t a i lda rds ,  such as che 
&hour ozone s t a n d a r d .  E a r l i e r  t h i s  y e a r ,  we e n t e r e d  i n t o  a 
consent  d e c r e e  t h a t  rec;uires u s  t o  promulgate  d e s i g n a t i o n s  by 
F p r i l  1 5 ,  2204. 

We have reviewed t h e  J c l y  1s.  2 0 0 3 ,  l e t c e r  f r o n  Sheryl Cor r igan ,  
C o m i  s s i oner  , M i  nn e s o t a Po 1 l u  t i on Con t 1-0 1 Age? cy, 
Minr?esoca’s recommendations on a i r  quality c les igna t ions  f o r  t h e  
8-hour  ozone stanc:ard. T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  Lnforni  yo^ t h a t  t h e  EPL% 
does  c o t  i n t e n d  t o  make m o d i f i c a t i o n s  t o  y o - ~ r  recorrmendat :on of 
s t a t e w i d e  a t t a i n m e n t .  The e n E i r e  S t a t e  of Minnesoca s5ould  ne  
d e s i g n a t e d  as  attain~ent/unclassifiable f e r  t h e  3-hour  ozone 
s t a n d a r d .  We will conzince  zo i.jor:-r wiLh :’our o f f i c e  as we ~ i ( : ) \ r e  

forward t o  make c e s i g n a t i o n s .  A l so ,  p l e a s e  r o t e  t k a r  EPA 
w i l l  address des-gnations of Ind ian  country lands t hzoug i :  a 
s e p a r a t e  c o n c u r r e n t  p r o c e s s  w i t h  t h e  T r i b e s  111 Mirinesota. 

s~ brr i t f : rig 

The C.XA d e f i n e s  a nonat ta in-nent  a r e a  a s  an:‘ a r e a  t h a t  does pot 
meet ( o r  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  ambient air q u a l i t y  in a nearb--/ a r e a  
t h a t  does  n o t  m e e t )  t h e  n a t i o n a l  pr imary  o r  secondary  ambient a i r  
qualicy s t a n d a r d  f o r  t h e  p o l l u t a n t .  EPA guidance  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
Minnesota should  u s e  t h e  l a r g e r  of t h e  ConsolidaLed Metropol ican  
S t a t i s t i c a l  Area ( C M S A )  , M e t r o p o l i t a n  S t a t i s t i c a l  A r e a  (MSA)  , oz 
t h e  1-hour  ozone nona t t a inmen t  area as t h e  presumpt ive  bouzdarj. 
f o r  &hour ozone nonat ta inment  areas .  The guidance  p r o v i d e s  11 
f a c t o r s  t h a t  Minnesota shou ld  c o n s i d e r  i n  d e t e r p i n i n g  whether  eo 
n o d i f y  t h e  presumpt ive  b o u n d a r i e s .  Ne have reviewed p u r  
submission and b e l i e v e  i t  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  wit:? our  gu idance .  

EPA h a s  been r;racl.ing p r e l i m i c a r y  2 0 0 3  ozone rnoni tor ing c’ata arid 
t h e i r  imi3act on a r e a s ’  2001-20C3 desigz val ldes .  EPA w i l l  
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cc: Sheryl Corrigan, Comissioner 
Minnesota Pollution Control .a.gency 


